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“I wish this wasn’t impacting them, impacting the family, 
but I’m very grateful to see them.” 


Gretchen Piscotty, on having her sons around as she battles ALS 
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Stephen Piscotty (left) helps put an oxygen mask on his mom, Gretchen, with family friend Teri Serowoky 
at the Piscotty home in Pleasanton. Gretchen was recently diagnosed with ALS. 


With grace, outfielder 
focuses on ailing mom 


A’s Piscotty helping mother deal with effects of ALS 
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By Susan Slusser ~H 


When Gretchen Piscotty was 
pregnant with her first child, Ste- 
phen, she liked to wind up a music- 
box piano and play “Amazing 
Grace” for him. 

“She thought I could hear it,” the 
new Oakland A’s outfielder said. 
“Amazingly, that’s one of my favor- 
ite songs. I’ve always loved it.” 

In May, Gretchen Piscotty was 
diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis, a neuromuscular dis- 
order also known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. The illness is progressing 
far more quickly than doctors ex- 
pected, and Gretchen has lost much 
of her mobility. Speaking is becom- 
ing difficult. 

So now it’s Stephen’s turn. He 
plays “Amazing Grace” for his Mike Piscotty (right) displays the jackets his two sons Austin (left) 
mother on his guitar anditsoothes | and Nick wore in a family photo with their brother, Stephen. 
both of them. 


“Whenever I play for her at LaMarche visited the Piscotty Valley High School. “I’m tearing up 
night, I’ll end with that song and it home in Pleasanton recently and he | thinking about it. Gretchen put her 
gives me chills, the good kind, and Stephen played their guitars iPad down and listened to Stephen 
when I play it, as wellas a calming for Gretchen. take the lead, and I could sense the 
peace,” he said. “It’s just crazy the “Probably the last 10 minutes mother-son connection there, I just 
full-circle thoughts and emotionsI | was the most beautiful thing I’ve could feel that bond.” 
get when I hear or play that song.” ever seen,” said LaMarche, who Piscotty is back in the Bay Area 

Giants minor-leaguer Will played with Stephen at Amador Piscotty continues on A9 


Very few 
S.F. auto 
break-in 
arrests 


13 nabbed in past 7 years 
of online reports, D.A. says 


By Evan Sernoffsky and Jenna Lyons 


Of the more than 81,000 online reports of auto 
break-ins that victims filed in San Francisco over 
the past seven years, a mere 13 cases resulted in 
arrests, officials with the district attorney’s office 
said Thursday. 

The news of the trifling total comes as the 
number of vehicle break-ins has exploded in the 
city, reaching an all-time high last year. 

In 2017, there were more than 30,000 car 
break-ins in San Francisco. In 2011, there were 
fewer than 11,000. Rather than filing in person, 
victims have increasingly been directed to file 
reports online or call 311 when they discover 
their windows smashed and belongings pilfered. 

At an average of 85 auto break-ins a day in San 
Francisco, Police Chief Bill Scott has said it’s not 
practical for officers to show up and investigate 
every case, and there is often little evidence left at 
the scene to collect. Therefore, most incidents — 
62 percent from 2011 to 2017 — were filed online. 
But just 13 of the 81,511 cases filed that way led to 
arrests, according to data provided by the San 

Cars continues on A11 


Legislation 
would expand 
H-1B program 


By Trisha Thadani 


Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, introduced a bill 
Thursday that would vastly increase the num- 
ber of H-1B visas available and ease restrictions 
on the issuance of green 
cards to foreign workers. >” Trump plan: Pro- 

The bill, also spon- posal would create 
sored by Sen. Jeff Flake, path to citizenship for 
R-Ariz., would bring preanners ee 
relief to the Bay Area’s ith for immigra- 
large community of im- on crackdown: -ATQ 

g y 
migrants working at 
startups and big tech 
companies, many of whom rely on the H-1B 
visa, as well as their employers, who have qui- 
etly lobbied for years for an expansion of the 
program. 

It also could put the two Republicans at odds 
with President Trump, who says the 

Visas continues on A10 


Brown on state: ‘The bolder “ou 


path is still our way forward’ 


By Melody Gutierrez are critics, there are lawsuits — 
lots of them — and there are 


SACRAMENTO — Califor- countless obstacles. But Cali- 
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nia has prospered over the past fornia was built on dreams and Curry, 

eight years despite critics’ perseverance and the bolder Durant 
warnings of doom and financial path is still our way forward.” 

collapse, Gov. Jerry Brown said Brown told lawmakers at the and 

Thursday, arguing in his final Capitol that governments have Thompson 
State of the State speech that the to do what individuals can’t, p 
embattled high-speed railand such as building big infrastruc- i leads 

delta tunnels will ultimately ture projects. He reminded . : 
emerge as successful projects lawmakers that often, in these Report: Trump tried to Warriors 
that greatly benefit the public. big projects, like the building of fire Mueller in June AT to win B1 
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In a wide-ranging speech, the the new eastern span of the Bay 


termed-out 79-year-old gover- Gov. Jerry Brown delivers his | Bridge — costs escalate — but 
nor passionately argued forthe | 16th State of the State speech. | that this should not deter the bAs, Weather BH 
unpopular undertakings, say- state from being bold and mov- > 7 Partly cloudy. ] m canal 
ing any big project has set- they can’t discourage or stop ing ahead. Those projects, he 4 > Highs: 52-60. i 
backs. us,” Brown said in his16th State | said, ultimately serve a public “WW M` Lows: 31-45. 
“Difficulties challenge us, but | ofthe State speech. “Yes, there Brown continues on A11 Al4 O E 7"68805"15100"5 
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